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	From:	VTS Committee
	DTEC6-6.2.1.11
(VTS59-12.2.5)

	To:	DTEC and ARM Committees
	12 March 2026


LIAISON NOTE
Management and guidance on Maritime Resource Names (MRN)
INTRODUCTION
VTS59 received two liaison notes regarding Maritime Resource Names (MRN): DTEC5-15.2.2, Maritime Resource Name (MRN) and ARM21-11.2.8, Progress on MRN guidance and ownership.
During the 60th session PAP has endorsed the transfer of overall technical management of MRN and related guidelines from ARM to DTEC (PAP60-12.1 Report of PAP60) in line with the proposals in the liaison notes.
VTS Committee technical working group (WG2) notes the decisions made by PAP and has investigated the provided liaison notes. VTS Committee can well align with the reformed approach on the management and guidance on MRN. VTS Committee has no further comments on the liaison notes.
At the same time VTS Committee would like to renew the suggestion made by VTS 56 related to the MRN structure.
PREVIOUS LIAISON NOTE FROM VTS56 TO ARM COMMITTEE
In September 2024, the VTS Committee submitted the following remark in the liaison note VTS56-12.3.2 (Draft MSC Circular on Maritime Resource Names (MRN)) to ARM:
“[T]he current suggested approach to MRN structure with a type of the resource creates challenges in any domain that has multiple types or in an environment where all types cannot be identified and would require regular updates to the structure as new types are identified. There is also a governance challenge if the type is above the national authority portion of the MRN implying that the type is governed not by the national authority that is issuing the MRN but by the OID-level that has defined the type.
The challenges surrounding the setting of type and the implied meaning of type that has no actual meaning in the uniqueness of the MRN is the reason why in the IALA guideline G1183 on the provisioning of MCP identities the previously defined types were defined as legacy and the guideline recommends the use of entity as the type for most MCP identities. The only other types to be used in the future are those that have a clearly specified meaning that is governed by the MCP consortium. 
This approach allows for the national authority to have true governance over the MRNs they are supplying and does not encode any implied semantic meaning to an MRN that is outside the governance of the national authority.”
ACTION REQUESTED
DTEC committee is invited to:
· Consider the suggestion regarding the MRN structure when planning the MRN management and updating the guidelines for MRN.
· Liaise with VTS Committee related to the domain-specific aspects of MRN that are responsibility of the VTS Committee
ARM committee is invited to note the liaison note.
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