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	From:	VTS Committee
	DTEC6-6.2.2.6
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	To:	DTEC Committee
	12 March 2026


LIAISON NOTE
Draft Guideline on Digitalization of Waterways
INTRODUCTION
At VTS59 the draft Guideline GNNN Guideline on Digitalization of Waterways was reviewed by the VTS Committee.
The VTS Committee welcomes the draft guideline and acknowledges the significant effort that has been made to create this draft document. We do however have some comments and constructive feedback which we trust will add value.
Whilst we acknowledge the volume and depth of technical information, it is not clear what the intent of the document is and additionally, the Scope section has not been identified and therefore it is not clear what should be included in the guideline. The scope should underpin the entire document and without it there is no direction of what should be included or not.  
The target audience and who the document is directed at is not clear which should be decided in advance as that would assist in designing and creating the subsequent sections. 
The intent of how the structure is being presented does not appear to be logical or follow any flow – how do the various sections link together to educate and inform the reader?
The level of technical details is arguably too technical for an IALA guideline, particularly when the target audience and scope is not clear. 
The Overview section is a description of the section content and seems to be too detailed. It should perhaps be more of an “executive summary” of the whole document and not a description of each section. 
These comments should in no way diminish the efforts and the technical information contained but without the intent, scope and target audience the document doesn’t appear to have a clear purpose. 
ACTION REQUESTED
The DTEC committee is requested to consider the VTS Committee comments and take action as it deems appropriate.
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