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	From:	VTS Committee
	DTEC6-6.2.2.7
(VTS59- 12.4.1)

	To:	DTEC Committee
	6 March 2026


LIAISON NOTE
RESPONSE TO DRAFT DISCUSSION PAPER ON IALA VISION TOWARDS DIGITALIZATION
INTRODUCTION
The VTS Committee has been asked to review and provide inputs and comments on input paper VTS59-7.2.5 from DTEC (DTEC5-15.3.4) including Annex A “Draft Discussion paper on vision towards digitalisation in the IALA Domain v3.2”, and especially as regards:
· Section 2 under “IALA Digitalization Vision and Strategies” 
· Section 3.2 under “Potential Opportunities”
RESPONSE
The VTS Committee would like to thank DTEC for the input paper. We are acknowledging the effort and hard work made by DTEC. The VTS Committee has reviewed the draft discussion paper and would like to submit the following comments below, where the numbers follow the annex of VTS59-7.2.5. 
2 Proposed IALA Digitalization Vision Statement
The VTS Committee welcomes further discussions on the proposed vision statement and notes that perhaps this work requires an organizational approach wider than one committee and should be considered by both the PAP and the Secretariat. As it reads now it is long and broad and it could be questioned whether it is IALAs mission to harness innovative digital technologies before they are being internationally approved or recognized. 
2.2 Proposed IALA Digitalization Strategies
Any suggestion on a vision towards digitalization should be submitted to PAP, who is coordinating overall work between the committees and PAP is also responsible for developing strategies including IALA Strategic Vision, initiatives and drivers and trends before they are submitted to Council for approval. 
3.1 General
There is a list of identified digital technologies, but it does not contain technologies as such, but also functions and other concept areas. It could also be discussed whether some of them are specific to the maritime domain. 
3.2 Potential opportunities
The VTS Committee do not agree that it is IALA’s mission to develop comprehensive publications on emerging digital technologies as this should be done by the industry. 
3.3 Development Timeline for Digital Information (S-100) Related Publications (table)
The table is showing S-210 to be operational mid-2028 and S-212 to be operational mid-2027. It is unclear in the table when the testing will be executed and this should be added in the table. Does the table show operational after edition 1.0? If so, then it is only being released for testing and not being operational.
As regards S-210 there is no released version yet and it may take a long time to get to a testable version. 
As regards S-212 the current version is 0.7.3 and it is expected to start testing within the present work programme. The operational phase will be possible after the testing period. 
Technical Service Specification for VTS Traffic Clearance, Route Exchange, Under Keel Clearance and VTS information are not or will not be operational as the table shows.
3.8 Development Timeline for Maritime Robotics Related Publications
The GL and Rec on Drones would be classified as Aeronautic robotics and not maritime robotics. 
3.9 Development Timeline for Digital Communications Related Publications
“Gxx Guidance on VTS Digital Communications” (if it is the one belonging to VTS) is expected to be approved in mid-2026.
Other observations
The structure of the document should be considered as it now focuses on certain known technologies. It may also contain considerations on implementation and operation of digital technology and systems. In addition, the document should inlude a scope section in order to agree on what should be in or out of the digitalization vision as there are different opinions on what is included in the IALA domain.
Furthermore we suggest that there also be guiding principles for what to consider in this vision.
ACTION REQUESTED
DTEC is invited to consider the comments from the VTS Committee and take appropriate action.
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